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Motion:  “That as per the National Show Manual the GSDCQ applies to offer their major sponsor 
naming rights to the show and/or place the sponsor’s logos on sashes, plaques, grading certificates, 
catalogues or trophies for the 2009 National Show and Trial. 
Moved: Qld, SA    CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 
Motion:   “That the report be accepted”. 
Moved:  NT, SA    CARRIED.  

 
The Executive put the following nominations for judges for the 2011 National (GSD League):   
Lothar Quoll (Reserve from 2010), Peter Odermatt, Norbert Wettlaufer, Otto Korber-Ahrens, 
Joachim Stiegler. 
 
The GSD League should investigate and nominate a sixth judge to add to the list and advise the 
Executive. 

 
16 Main Breed Exhibition Report 

Nothing to discuss. 
 

17 Matters referred to AGM from National Breed Commission 

17.1 Motion: “ That the decision of the National Breed Commission Meeting to award Mrs Christine 
Collins of South Australia, GSDCA Breed Surveyor status in accordance with the rules and 
regulations be ratified”. 
Moved Broken Hill/Victoria    RATIFIED.  
 

17.2 Motion:  “The following procedure be adopted to ensure the accuracy of the Tattoo data entered into 
the GSDCA Database. 

If any discrepancy in the Registered Name and Number, to the Tattoo (including spelling 
mistakes) exists it MUST be investigated at the time of entering the information into the 
database by the Club Tattoo Registrar. 
a) The Club Tattoo Registrar must contact the Breeder (in writing) detailing the issue/s that 

has been found. 
b) The Breeder MUST respond in writing (to the Club Tattoo Registrar) with the amended 

Tattoo information, after having investigated the issue – doing everything possible to 
verify the Tattoo Numbers v’s the Names & Rego’s, such as following up all puppies in 
the litter. 

c) Until this written response is received by the Club Tattoo Registrar the details will NOT 
be completed on the Database, and the puppies will not be eligible for acceptance into 
further schemes.   [This should be provided prior to the puppies reaching 9 months of 
age] 

d) In the event that further issues are found relating to this litter that are contrary to the 
amended information provided by the Breeder, the matter must be referred to the NBC 
Executive for adjudication (in conjunction with the National Tattoo Registrar). 

e) Any late submission of paperwork to the Tattoo Scheme, where the puppies are 12 
months of age or beyond must be referred to the NBC Executive for adjudication (in 
conjunction with the National Tattoo Registrar). 

Because these issues should all be found quite early, and before the dog goes on for HD/ED X-
Raying, and Breed Survey, there will be minimal inconvenience and hardship on Breeders and 
Owners (and Council). 
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NOTE!   During the initial loading of data from 2005 onwards to the Database, items c), d) and 
e) will have to be addressed case by case, in a common sense manner, by the National Tattoo 
Registrar and the Club Tattoo Registrar. 
 
Moved Victoria 
 

Various parts of the motion were discussed, including item c) which was believed to be a problem as 
the owner of the dog and breeder are being penalized if the paperwork is not sent off to the Tattoo 
Registrar. 
 
Following discussion, there were three amendments to the motion, c) add the words “until the 
appropriate information is supplied and verified”, e) add the words “on whether the animals’ tattoos 
will be accepted into the Scheme” and in the Note:  Delete the words up to “Items c)…”. 
 
Amendments carried unanimously. 
The motion was then put with the amendments. 

 
Motion: 
The following procedure be adopted to ensure the accuracy of the Tattoo data entered into the 
GSDCA Database. 

If any discrepancy in the Registered Name and Number, to the Tattoo (including spelling 
mistakes) exists it MUST be investigated at the time of entering the information into the 
database by the Club Tattoo Registrar. 
a) The Club Tattoo Registrar must contact the Breeder (in writing) detailing the issue/s that 

has been found. 
b) The Breeder MUST respond in writing (to the Club Tattoo Registrar) with the amended 

Tattoo information, after having investigated the issue – doing everything possible to 
verify the Tattoo Numbers v’s the Names & Rego’s, such as following up all puppies in 
the litter. 

c) Until this written response is received by the Club Tattoo Registrar the details will NOT 
be completed on the Database, and the puppies will not be eligible for acceptance into 
further schemes until the appropriate information is supplied and verified.   [This should 
be provided prior to the puppies reaching 9 months of age] 

d) In the event that further issues are found relating to this litter that are contrary to the 
amended information provided by the Breeder, the matter must be referred to the NBC 
Executive for adjudication (in conjunction with the National Tattoo Registrar). 

e) Any late submission of paperwork to the Tattoo Scheme, where the puppies are 12 
months of age or beyond must be referred to the NBC Executive for adjudication on 
whether the animals’ tattoos will be accepted into the Scheme (in conjunction with the 
National Tattoo Registrar). 

Because these issues should all be found quite early, and before the dog goes on for HD/ED X-
Raying, and Breed Survey, there will be minimal inconvenience and hardship on Breeders and 
Owners (and Council). 
NOTE!   Items c), d) and e) will have to be addressed case by case, in a common sense manner, 
by the National Tattoo Registrar and the Club Tattoo Registrar. 
CARRIED. 
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17.3 Motion:  
“That the GSDCA Tattoo Regulations be amended” (refer below). 

 
GSDCA TATTOO REGULATIONS  – (additions inserted are in bold/italic). 
(DRAFT to be effective July 2009) 
 
1) PURPOSE 

To provide positive identification of the German Shepherd Dog for: 
• Litter Records, 
• Proof of ownership, 
• Identification for GSDCA Breed Improvement Schemes 

 
2) ELIGIBILITY  

Any Purebred, ANKC Registered German Shepherd Dog. 
 

3) TATTOO SYSTEM 
3.1 Application for Tattoo Symbols shall be made to the National Tattoo Registrar on the 

prescribed Form (TS1), who shall allocate the Tattoo Symbol, upon receipt of the signed 
Application Form and payment. 

3.2 The Tattoo Symbol shall be three (3) letters of the Breeders choice, or if already taken a 
symbol chosen by the National Tattoo Registrar. No symbol selection can be used unless 
accepted and approved by the National Tattoo Registrar. 
In the past some applications were allocated a three (3) letter symbol which was the same 
as other symbols with a distinguishing letter placed on the end of the numbers. 
ie  Berenberg = BER001, Bergwald = BER001A, Bergluft = BER001B 
This practice no longer exists, and all three letter symbols are now unique. 

3.3 A Tattoo Symbol is issued to a Kennel Prefix and therefore is not transferable to any other 
Kennel Prefix. 

3.4 Puppies shall be tattooed between 7 and 8 weeks of age. 
3.5 Every live puppy in the litter must be tattooed. 
3.6 The puppy will be tattooed in the right ear.   The whole tattoo identification is to be placed 

in the inside of the ear, and in the centre of the ear, starting with the first letter of the 
symbol towards the tip of the ear and the numbers going down the ear towards the skull. 

3.7 Only Tattoos that are formally recognised by the GSDCA will be accepted as the means of 
positive identification for all Council Schemes. 

3.8 All tattooing of GSD’s within Australia must be done by authorized Tattoo Officers of 
GSDCA Affiliated Clubs.  In extenuating circumstances tattooing maybe done by a 
veterinarian authorized by the Affiliated Club Tattoo Registrar.  This must be recorded in 
writing on a litter-by-litter basis (with a copy to the GSDCA National Tattoo Registrar) and 
in the event that problems arise with these animals in the future these vet’s will no longer 
be authorized.  A pro-forma instruction letter to be provided to the veterinarian. 
(Amended 2005 AGM) 

3.9 Any New Zealand animals must be tattooed through the current NZ German Shepherd Dog 
Advisory Council system. 

3.10 Re-Tattooing of dogs previously tattooed. 
In the event that the animal’s tattoo is illegible or indistinct the dog/bitch will be tattooed in 
the left ear with the original number allocated to it as a puppy, and this shall be performed 
with the dog under general anesthetic. This must be done in consultation with the Club 
Tattoo Registrar who shall notify the details in writing to the National Tattoo Registrar. 
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4) ADMINISTRATION  
4.1 Breeders Responsibility 

4.1.1 To apply for a Tattoo Symbol (using TS1 Form) at least four (4) weeks before 
the litter is born. 

4.1.2 Notify the Club Tattoo Registrar of tattooing requirement using the TS3 Form 
(Litter Notification), or in accordance with the Club requirements. 

4.1.3 To ensure the completed TS4 Form (with all Registered Names, Registered 
Numbers, aligned to Tattoo Numbers) is returned to the Tattoo Officer within 4 
weeks of the Tattoo date.   In the event of an extraordinary delay the Breeder 
must keep the Club Tattoo Registrar advised. 

4.2 Clubs Responsibility 
4.2.1 To appoint and support the Club Tattoo Registrar. 
4.2.2 To ensure compliance with the GSDCA Tattoo Regulations by the Club Tattoo 

Registrar and Tattoo Officers. 
4.2.3 To promote the GSDCA Tattoo Scheme to the members. 
4.2.4 To ensure the provision of Tattooing is available to all Breeders within their 

domicile, whether they are members or non-members of a GSDCA affiliated Club. 
4.2.5 To ensure payment of the GSDCA portion of the Tattoo Charges, to the GSDCA 

Treasurer on a quarterly basis. 
4.3 Tattoo Officer Responsibilities 

4.3.1 To comply with the GSDCA Tattoo Regulations. 
4.3.2 To conduct the tattooing of litters in accordance with the GSDCA Tattoo 

Regulations. 
4.3.3 To check before tattooing a litter the allocated Tattoo Symbol, and next number in 

the sequence, and record the litter on the TS4 Form. 
4.3.4 To ONLY leave the “pink” (Breeders copy) of the TS4 Forms with the Breeder.   

This also applies where the information on the TS4 Form is incomplete (lacking 
Registration details, etc).  

4.3.5 To collect the tattooing fee on the Clubs behalf, and forward payment to the Club 
Tattoo Registrar along with the completed TS4 Form. 

4.3.6 To ensure the TS4 Form is completed correctly, and ensures submission of the 
completed form to the Club Tattoo Registrar within four (4) weeks of receiving 
the completed TS4 Form from the breeder. 

4.4 Club Tattoo Registrar’s Functions & Responsibilities 
4.4.1 To administer and record litter notifications. 
4.4.2 To ensure adequate training and assessment prior to appointment of Club Tattoo 

Officers. 
4.4.3 In the event that a Breeder repeatedly does not comply with written requests for 

information or completed TS4 Forms within the required timeframe, the Club 
Tattoo Registrar may recommend to the Club Management Committee to suspend 
any future tattooing until all information has been provided to the Club Tattoo 
Registrar.   The Club Secretary shall notify the National Tattoo Registrar of any 
such decision/s. 

4.4.4 State Tattoo Registrar’s shall supply to the National Tattoo Registrar a quarterly 
return of litters tattooed, accompanied by the TS4 Yellow copies. (Quarters to be 
1 Oct to 31 Dec, 1 Jan to 31 Mar, 1 Apr to 30 Jun, 1 Jul to 30 Sep). 

4.4.5 To ensure correct payment by the Club, of GSDCA portion of the Tattoo Charges, 
to the GSDCA Treasurer on a quarterly basis. 
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4.4.6 To enter the Tattoo data from the completed TS4 Form into the GSDCA 
Database as soon as possible – but no later than when the litter is 9 months of 
age. 
4.4.6.1 If any discrepancy in the Registered Name and Number, to the Tattoo 

(including spelling mistakes) exists it MUST be investigated at the time of 
entering the information into the database, by contacting the Breeder (in 
writing) detailing the issue/s that has been found.  Until the written 
response is received from the Breeder the information MUST NOT be 
entered into the Database.  Common sense to prevail. 

4.5 National Tattoo Registrar’s Functions & Responsibilities  
4.5.1 To allocate, approve and record Tattoo Symbols. 
4.5.2 To keep a National Register of all dogs and bitches tattooed within Australia. 
4.5.3 To forward notification of approved Tattoo Symbols to the relevant Club Tattoo 

Registrar. 
4.5.4 To supply an updated National Tattoo Symbol listing to all Affiliated Clubs at 

each AGM of the GSDCA. 
4.5.5 To assist and support Club Tattoo Registrars where possible. 
4.5.6 To submit a detailed report to the NBC Meeting, and a report to the NBC 

Chairperson for inclusion in the NBC Report to the GSDCA AGM. 
4.5.7 Administer the Tattoo section of the GSDCA Database. 

4.6 National Breed Commission’s (NBC) Responsibilities 
4.6.1 To supply to all Clubs uniform administration forms free of charge. 
4.6.2 List of Administration Forms: 

• Form TS1 – Tattoo Symbol Application (Kennel) 
• Form TS2 – Tattoo Symbol Approval – Kennel (for use by National Tattoo 

Registrar) 
• Form TS3 – Litter Notification 
• Form TS4 – Tattoo Litter Record 
• Form TS5 – Tattoo Symbol Application (AUS) 
• Form TS6 - Tattoo Symbol Approval – AUS (for use by National Tattoo 

Registrar) 
 

5) “AUS” SYMBOLS  
5.1 The “AUS” symbol is to be reserved for special purpose tattooing. 
5.2 Application for an “AUS Symbols shall be made to the National Tattoo Registrar on the 

prescribed Form (TS5), who shall allocate the Tattoo Symbol, upon receipt of the signed 
Application Form and payment.  

5.3 Adult dogs (from 12 weeks of age) must be tattooed with an AUS symbol, which shall be 
performed with the dog under general anesthetic. 

5.4 The service is only available to: 
• Pedigree GSD dogs/bitches, which have been imported into Australia and were not 

previously tattooed. 
• ANKC registered pedigree dogs/bitches whelped in Australia that have not previously 

been tattooed. 
 

6) EQUIPMENT  
Standard Tattoo equipment shall comprise: 

• “Hauptner” Tattoo pliers with seven (7) spaces in a single row, for 7mm high 
characters,  
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• Three (3) sets of 7mm high single numerals (0 – 9), 
• Three (3) sets of 7mm high single letters (A – Z), 
• “Hauptner” black or green paste, must be used. 
• This equipment is obtainable from: Sieper & Co., (Address obtainable from the 

GSDCA Secretary)  
Moved: Victoria 

 
Various additions to the motion were discussed, with some States having different regulations in 
relation to registering puppies.  The only addition being “Common sense to prevail.” at the end of 
4.4.6.1. 
 
The ACT believes there should be an amendment to 6) Equipment.  Three (3) sets should be changed 
to Two (2) sets of numerals and letters as the majority of Clubs have two sets.  However it was felt 
that as some Clubs have three sets some have two, common sense should prevail. 
 
The motion was moved with the noted amendment. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

17.4 Motion:   
“That the current regulation in regards to the correct labelling of x-rays submitted for the GSDCA 
Hip and Elbow Dysplasia Control Scheme and positioning of animals for x-raying which reads as 
follows:-  

 
CORRECT LABELLING OF X-RAYS SUBMITTED FOR THE HIP A ND ELBOW 
DYSPLASIA CONTROL SCHEME 
The x-rays submitted for assessment in the Hip Dysplasia and Elbow Dysplasia Control 
Scheme are to be as follows; -  
The radiographs SHALL be identified RADIOGRAPHICALLY with all of the following: 

a) the dog’s GSDCA tattoo number 
b) the date 
c) right or left marker 
d) the dog’s name 

Please note: Incorrectly labeled films will not be accepted for reading and return to the 
Veterinarian/Owner for the animal to be re x-rayed. 
 

POSITION OF ANIMALS FOR X-RAYING 
HD x-ray 
One view of the dog’s pelvis is to be taken under general anaesthesia. A high quality radiograph 
is required and any incorrectly exposed or poorly positioned films will not be read but returned 
for re-x-raying. The radiograph should be repeated at the veterinarian’s expense. 
View: Extended Ventro-Dorsal pelvis 
No other view will be accepted for assessment. 
The radiograph should cover an area from the iliac crest to the stifle joint. The femora should 
be parallel to each other and the stifles rotated inward so that the patellae lie in the centre of the 
trochleae of the femora, Care should be taken to ensure that the pelvis is square and the femora 
are parallel to the cassette. 
Elbow X-ray: 
A fully flexed lateral view taken from the medial to the lateral. 


